
PROPERY DAMAGE 
Using too much salt to deice,
can eat away at the concrete
and pavment on your property.

WINTER STORMWATER: SALT
Salt helps melt ice in the winter. When it snows or rains, the

salt washes away in our drains and waterways. Too much of it
can hurt people, the environment, and our properties. 

CHLORIDE POLLUTES DRINKING WATER
Chloride goes into the underground water,
streams, rivers & lakes. Metal pipes rust faster
and damage wells that people use for water.

CHLORIDE HURTS ANIMALS
If there’s too much Chloride in
water, it can make animals sick,
stop them from having babies,
and use up the oxygen they
need.

SALT is also called Sodium Chloride, a
mineral found in nature and one that we
can eat in moderation. When salt is
mixed with water, it seperates into its two
parts called Sodium and Chloride. In
high doses, the Chloride causes damage
all around us and there is nothing in
nature that breaks down Chloride.

Soil is a great method to help trap or
clean most pollutants in rain water.
Unfortunately, it cannot do that with
Chloride. Chloride is very tiny and has a
negative charge, like a magnet. Soil also
has a negative charge, and just like two
magnets that both have the same end
facing each other — they push away!

3 EASY STEPS TO SAFE SALT USAGE

SHOVEL
Right Away

& Before
using salt

Sweep &
Reuse 
excess

salt after
a storm

 12oz mug of
salt melts 

10 sidewalk
blocks

MORE INFORMATION ON SALT EFFECTS IN THE
ENVIRONMENT CAN BE FOUND BY EXPLORING THE
PENNSTATE EXTENSION WEBSITE: 
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