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Three Seated
Commissioners
Reelected
Returning Commissioners
Joseph Baiocco (3rd Ward),
Michael Gaudiuso (5th Ward),
and Edward Raikowski (1st
Ward) surrounded by family
and friends were sworn in by
District Magistrate, Dave Griffin
on January 6, 2020. Shortly
after being sworn in, the three
returning Commissioners took
their seats and reorganized
with Michael Gaudiuso being
appointed President and Joseph
Baiocco being appointed as the
Vice President of the Board of
Commissioners.
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“Signs Signs, Everywhere a Sign”
Upper Chichester Township pays homage to its history and undergoes
initiative to liven and revitalize the signage within the Township.
The Upper Chichester Township Board of Commissioners continues to roll out
new signage as part of various beautification projects throughout the Township.
Thanks to a Community Development Block Grant, the neighborhoods of Excelsior Village and Twin Oaks Village will be getting
new street signs similar to the signs you see currently in Ogden and on various main thoroughfares in the Township. Upper
Chichester Township is made up of various neighborhoods or sometime larger historic area. Each one of these areas will get a
distinct seal on their street signs that reflect the community
and its history. Input on what the design of the seal was
sought through various town hall meetings with members
of each area. Featured in this issue are the designs for
Excelsior Village, the design selected was the typical model
home for the community. According to information
complied by the Chichester Historical Society, in 1936
Raleigh Merrit purchased a tract of farmland that is now
known as Excelsior Village. Raleigh purchased the land with

the idea to build a suburban community for black Americans. In the 1930’s it was difficult for Black Americans to fund suburban
housing. The first home was built in 1941 and the community was named for Merrit’s deceased brother “Excelsior”. Merrit felt
the tribute to his brother, and the word meaning “upward”, fit perfectly.
In addition, featured in this issue is the design for Twin Oaks Village. The former train station featured on the sign represents a
time in history where Twin Oaks Village was a vacation destination and vibrant farmland. One of three stations in Upper
Chichester, the name was changed from Village Green to Twin Oaks Village.
In addition to the street signs, the Board of Commissioners approved a new design standard for building, park, and welcome signs
throughout the Township. The Gold, Red, and White design represents many elements throughout the history of Upper
Chichester Township including the Lenape Indians, the Cherry Trees of the years past, as well our sister community of Chichester
in the United Kingdom.

Public Meetings Announcement
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, residents who are unable to attend the in person meeting can participate virtually.
Meetings will be shown LIVE on the Upper Chichester Township Facebook Page at: www.facebook.com/
UpperChichesterTownship.
If you cannot appear at the in person meetings, do not have access to Facebook and would like to listen to the meeting, or
would like to participate in the public comment section of the meeting, “dial-in” phone numbers will also be available to call. Each
meetings “dial-in” number can be found under the “Meetings” tab on the Upperchi.org website.

2020 Township Meetings
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER
nd

DECEMBER

•1st – Board of Commissioners Caucus

2 – Zoning Hearing Board

3rd – Board of Commissioners Caucus

•5th – Zoning Hearing Board

4th – Board of Health

7th – Zoning Hearing Board

•8th – Board of Commissioners Regular

5th – Board of Commissioners Caucus

10th – Board of Commissioners Regular

•21st – Recreation Board

12th – Board of Commissioners Regular

16th – Recreation Board

18th – Recreation Board

17th – Planning Commission

nd

•22 – Planning Commission

19th – Planning Commission

Congratulations to Frank Sill (Upper Chichester) for receiving one of the Pennsylvania Humanities
Council's first ever Pennsylvania Heart & Soul Hero Awards!
The COVID-19 crisis and subsequent shutdown brought many challenges to cities
and towns across the world as they adapted to social distancing and other health
and safety requirements. Despite the difficulties, Pennsylvania’s residents showed
their resilience and strength by working together to meet the needs of their
neighbors.
To acknowledge some of the many people who supported their communities
during this time, the Pennsylvania Humanities Council (PHC) created the Pennsylvania Heart & Soul Hero Award. The award honors local heroes in communities that PHC has partnered with through Community Heart & Soul, a humanities-based initiative that uses resident stories and community conversations to spark collective decision-making and action.
Frank Sill, nominated by the Upper Chichester Leadership Team, was among six recipients recognized as Heart & Soul Heroes
for their outstanding community service. Each awardee receives a certificate, virtual award ceremony, and a spotlight article.
“The recipients of these awards displayed resilience, compassion, and action in time when their communities needed it most,”
said Jen Danifo, PHC’s Senior Program Officer and host of the Heart & Soul Hero virtual award ceremonies. “This is what
Community Heart & Soul is all about and PHC is honored to have the opportunity to uplift their work.”
Frank Sill was selected to receive a Pennsylvania Heart & Soul Hero Award for his exceptional service to the Upper Chichester
community during the COVID-19 shutdown. As president of the Rotary Club and a leader in various organizations, including
the Upper Chichester Historical Society, Chichester Business Association and Chichester School District Board of Education,
Sill draws from a deep well of local knowledge and civic engagement experience.
When the pandemic hit, Sill took action, tapping his robust network of community connections to help collect and distribute
masks to first responders. He also worked closely with senior citizens countywide to make sure they were getting the support
and assistance they needed. Finally, under Sill's leadership, the Rotary Club was able to distribute six scholarships to graduating
seniors this year, despite the loss of fundraising opportunities.
“Frank is the person you go to if you need something to get done," said Barbara Kelley, Assistant Township Manager. “He
connects people.”

Upper Chi Rocks!
Come find Upper Chi Heart and Soul painted rocks around our parks!
Upper Chichester Township Heart & Soul teamed up with Veronica
Batter from the Rockdale Art Center to bring art, community and
family time to our parks.
Upper Chichester residents registered for the rock painting event that
was held virtually and taught by Veronica. Led by Veronica, residents
were able to paint the Heart & Soul logo onto rocks that will be
spread around Township facilities. Rocks large and small will decorate
and energize our parks for years to come!

Chichester Business Association
Become a Member
The CBA aims to promote and patronize member businesses through networking events and fundraising activities. The goal of
the CBA is to develop a reference guide for new businesses looking to relocate to Chichester. CBA envisions becoming the
point of contact and support for these businesses and hope to promote strong viable business plans consistent with the goals
and vision of the Chichester business community.

Contact Chuck at 610-859-7808 to join or if you have any questions !

Planning Ignites in Upper Chi
The Upper Chichester Board of Commissioners, with an eye toward revitalization and increased support for local businesses, has
been busy approving projects designed to attract new development and provide additional jobs to the area. With final approval
given to companies such as Wawa and long-time local business, Fiorelli's Insurance Agency, the Old School House will be saved and
repurposed, allowing an important connection rooted in our past to create steps toward a more lucrative future. AutoZone, a new
business to the area, will also bring new jobs and a new look through a two-phase project on Chichester Avenue and Mill Road,
situated across from the current CVS.
Meanwhile, Provco representative, Joe Botta, has been working with Township officials on traffic improvements and designs meant
to enhance community-favorite, Gibbons Park, in an effort to attract more visitors and beautify the area. Upper Chichester
Township, has committed to new improvements at the corner of Chichester and Johnson Avenues designed to impact our
streetscape even as Jake’s Fireworks team will construct a brand-new building on that site, further encouraging more employment
opportunities.
In addition to these developments, the Linwood Heights Improvement Plan is being proposed to the Commissioners in September,
and work is already underway on the Commissioner-approved Rte. 322 Plan. More exciting, the Township received a grant to
proceed with a community-based taskforce in order to revitalize the area between Chichester Avenue and Meetinghouse Road,
now known as the Boothwyn Town Center Downtown Corridor Plan. Interested citizens can contact Barbara Kelley by phone (267438-9453) or through email (barbarakelley@upperchitwp.org) for more details about this encouraging new development plan.
Community members wanting to get involved or become aware of proposed planning projects can attend a Planning Commission
Meeting, held every fourth Thursday at 7:00 PM. Additional information about these meetings, including meeting minutes and new
proposal renderings or development plans can also be found on the Upper Chichester
Township website (https://upperchitwp.org) under the "Planning and Zoning" tabs.
Working hand-in-hand with the Planning Commission, the Heart and Soul group is also
committed to engaging local businesses and local residents in planning and would
welcome input and volunteers passionate about improving our community.
Information about Heart and Soul and how to volunteer can be found, https://
www.upperchiheartandsoul.com/

Chester Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. makes a generous donation to the Upper Chichester
Library
The Library was recently awarded a grant for $1,100 from the
Chester Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. With
this generous donation the library will now be able to purchase and
expand our Diversity Collection.
The Chester Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. was
established in 1913 by 22 Howard University students. To date, the
sorority has grown into a worldwide service organization with more
than 250,000 members.
The Library greatly appreciates the Chester Alumnae Chapter Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority for this generous donation toward library’s
book collection.
Be sure to by library and say “Hello” and we will be glad to order the
books that you want!

Left to right: Betsy Barnes, Librarian; Diane Simon, Member of Chester Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; Dawn Daniels, Library Board President; Chester Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. President, Angela Gilbert; Sorority Officer Angela Sammons; and Nicole
Whitaker, Sorority Treasurer.

Upper Chichester Library’s Curbside Services and Virtual Programs
Mobile print services: If you need to print from your home computer, laptop or Smartphone just download the PrinterOn
App and select the library to print documents. Go to library’s website for more instructions: www.upperchichesterlibrary.org.
Free WiFi: The Library has free WiFi for the public. Sit outside our new bench or sit in your car to use the free WiFi.
PROGRAMS:
Virtual Storytime with Ms. Pam!
Come visit Ms. Pam’s Live Stream Facebook Storytime on Mondays at 10:30am.
New Program: Books & Babies
Mondays at 11am
Lap reading is a story time designed to be a bonding moment for caregiver and child. Research has shown that lap time with
infants is vital for building a unique bond with your child, and reading to them promotes Early Literacy.
Library staff would love to help patrons select books or reserve book requests! Just give the library a call at 610-485-0200
or email request: director@upperchichesterlibrary.org.

Your Property and the Creek in the Yard
Riparian Buffers and What You Can Do to Protect Them
What is a Riparian Buffer? The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) defines a riparian buffer as “an area of permanent vegetation along streams, rivers, lakes, ponds and reservoirs that is left undisturbed.” Riparian buffers usually consist of grasses, shrubs, and trees. The Township has adopted Ordinance 490 Stormwater Ordinance which is meant to protect these buffers. The ordinance can be accessed from the Township website.
Why are they important? Riparian buffers provide numerous benefits for the environment and people.
They act as filters so harmful sediment and pollutants in runoff from farms, residential lawns, and roadways have a harder time reaching waterways helping to improve water quality. Roots from plants and in
a riparian buffer help stabilize streambanks and shorelines, providing habitat for wildlife and supplying
organic material which is a critical energy source for aquatic food chains. Riparian buffers provide social
and economic benefits, protecting municipal and residential lands by moderating floodwaters. These buffers also help maintain water quality for drinking water and provide an area for recreational activities.
What can you do? If you have a creek or stream on your property, there are general things you should
not do within the riparian buffer:
Trees, shrubs, and soil should not be disturbed or removed
Filling or dumping within a riparian buffer should not occur
Pets should not be housed or allowed to graze
Motorized vehicles and other materials should not be stored or operated within the riparian buffer
Property owners should not apply herbicides within the riparian buffer. Herbicides should only be applied by a qualified professional only to control weeds and invasive plants
General things you can do within the riparian buffer:
Low impact recreational activities are encouraged to enjoy and learn about riparian buffers
Enjoy the natural beauty of the plants and wildlife in the area
If you are unsure of any activities you can do within the riparian buffer, please contact DEP or the municipal office. EPA Southeast Regional Office: 484 250-5900

References:
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation &
Natural Resources website - http://
www.dcnr.pa.gov/
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection website - www.dep.pa.gov

License & Inspection:
Permits: The Township is accepting permits via our drop off
box in the Township Lobby, and via mail.
There are multiple ways in which to submit permits to Upper
Chichester Township:



Mail to: Upper Chichester Township, PO Box 2187, Upper
Chichester, PA 19061



Use the in-person drop off Box at Upper Chichester Township: 8500 Furey Rd, Upper Chichester PA 19014

If you have any questions you can call our L&I Department for
questions at 610-485-5881 x 205. If you need a copy of a permit
application, you can visit our website at Upperchi.org and go to
the License and Inspection page under the departments tab.

Southern Delaware County Authority
SDCA would like to remind all
residents of the Sanitary Sewer
Emergency Procedure. If you experience a sewage backup in your home,
please contact us immediately as
shown below.
Following these procedures will help expedite a
response to your emergency. Thank you!
-During Normal Business Hours (Mon – Fri, 9:00 am
– 4:30 pm) Call 610-485-6789
After Business Hours/Weekend/Holiday Call 911

**Please note that if a contractor is coming onto your property to complete work, you now need the COVID-19 Construction
Agreement, also linked on the L&I page.**

Are you using flushable wipes?
Recently the SDCA has noticed an increase in flushable wipes in our sewer lines. Even though many manufacturers advertise
that their wipes are “sewer and septic safe” and “breaks up after flushing”, that is not the case with all flushable wipes. If you’re
experiencing problems with your toilet, backed up sewer lines and possibly a flooded basement, the use of flushable wipes may
be the cause. In a December, 2013, Consumer Reports it was suggested that, “if you use these products don’t flush them down
the toilet”. We want our residents to be aware of this growing trend and the possible impact on our sewer system.

Sanitation Best Practices

As we work through this uncertain time to provide you with effective and
efficient Township services we have some best practices to make sure we
are all doing our part to protect each other when it comes to helping our
Sanitation Department keep our Township clean.


Don’t approach or initiate contact with sanitation workers



Use soap and water or an alcohol-based cleaning product to wash-off the handles and lids
of all trash and recycling bins that are physically picked-up by sanitation workers



Ensure that bins and bags are closed and sealed properly



Rinse off and wipe down bottles, cans, and other recyclables that you put into bins

Practice social distancing by placing your bins out the night before the waste or recycling is
slated to be picked up.

Could this be the oldest house in Upper Chichester Township?

The original section of this house,
located at 5446 Chichester Avenue, is
believed to have been built around
1700. The property where it is
located was part of an original 500 acre
land grant from William Penn to John
Bezer. The house is estimated to be
the oldest in the Township and one of
the earliest in Delaware County. In the
county Planning Department’s 1983
Historic Sites Survey it is known as
UC-1, the Van Epps Farm.
Efforts are underway to try and
determine more specifically the build
date of the house, but the c.1700 estimated date corresponds to the period
of ownership by first purchaser, John
Bezer, or the second owner, Jeremiah
Cloud, who bought the property in
1700.
The First Purchasers were the people
who purchased property directly from
William Penn following the acquisition
of his March 1681 Charter from King
Charles II for the land that would
become the State of Pennsylvania. The
first purchasers list was probably compiled by Penn himself just before two of
his land commissioners, John Bezer, a
malster, and Nathaniel Allen, a cooper
sailed for the colony. These two commissioners sailed from

England on the Bristol Factor in
October 1681 to survey and lay out
acreage for the First Purchasers
It is likely the first purchasers list and
Penn’s instructions sailed with
them.
Bezer’s grant included a 500 acre
tract in Upper Chichester Township
where he settled with his wife, Susanna; four children - Susanna, Frances,
John and Richard; and servants. These original land grants were
referred to as plantations and Bezer
named his "Mount Pleasant". In
addition to his duties as a land commissioner, Bezer served as a justice
at the Court of Chester in 1682 and
he was a member of the first Legislative Assembly of Pennsylvania in
1683. Despite his many accomplishments, Bezer’s time in the colony
was short-lived; in 1684 he died from
fever leaving his entire estate to his
wife, Susanna.
Following Susanna’s death in 1693,
Mount Pleasant was subdivided and a
200 acre tract, including 5446 Chichester Avenue, was sold to Jeremiah
Cloud in 1700.

Jeremiah Cloud (Sr.) came to
America in 1682 with his father
and brothers aboard the ship Unicorn. He was a cordwainer and
worked in leather.
He was probably married in England and his wife Elizabeth was
probably his second wife. Upon
Cloud's death in 1716, he willed
the 200 acre tract of land, still
known then as “Mount Pleasant",
to his son Daniel.
Could this be the home of John
Bezer, William Penn’s land
commissioner? We may never
know for certain, but it is a treasure nonetheless.

Township Combats COVID-19 with Safety Updates
On January 30th 2020, the World Health Organization (W.H.O) declared a “public health emergency of international concern” for an unknown disease that was spreading through China with
the potential to affect the world. On February 11th the W.H.O. proposed the official name for
the disease, the virus: COVID-19, an acronym that stands for coronavirus disease 2019. By this
time COVID-19 had spread to numerous other countries and the death toll was consistently
rising around the globe. By February 29th the world death toll was nearly at 87,000 and the United States had just reported their official first death due to coronavirus. As the cases rose in America and the World, governments declared national emergencies and organizations like the CDC recommended limited gatherings. It wasn’t long before it
was reported that there were over a million confirmed cases in the World and that the United States was leading all
other countries in cases. States began to issue “Stay at Home” directives along with mask regulations in an attempt
to slow the curve and protect people from contracting this contagious virus.
While cases were soaring and the fate of the world was uncertain, Upper Chichester Township decided to temporarily close its doors and to game plan the best ways to keep its employees and residents safe. During this closing the
Township made safer changes that would slow the curve in any way possible. Within the offices, desks and work areas were spaced to become socially distant, including creating a clear and open walk space to travel through without
interfering with others. The License & Inspection Department has also made changes to make handling permits safer.
By moving its’ office from a smaller, more confined room to the main counter, it allowed the utilization of the wide
space of the entire lobby. This keeps residents and contractors socially distanced easier. Also, by using a drop box for
incoming permits L&I limits the direct contact from person to person and helps to keep everyone safe from potential
exposure.
Our Recreation Department ended up closing its doors from mid-March until June to do a deep cleaning of the recreation facilities and parks. This meant sanitization efforts with specific attention to frequently touched surfaces was a
priority. Limiting the ways that germs can be transferred in order to keep activities safe took precedence over prematurely open the facilities back up. While Recreation has returned in the Township, there have been changes that
make it a safer environment. At the Fieldhouse on Furey Road residents can walk on the track, play open gym basketball (players must bring their own ball), participate in pickle ball and play volleyball from the hours of 9am-2pm Monday – Friday. In addition, for all open gym activities there is a dedicated side door for entry and exit, keeping recreation traffic separate from administrative traffic in the main offices.
Hosting public meetings was also updated to comply with new regulations and concerns for safety. In the Caucus
Room attendees’ chairs are set at a minimum of six feet apart, and attendees are required to wear masks in the building at all times. It is a priority of the Commissioners to make sure that the residents can attend meetings while also
protecting themselves, and each other, from exposure to COVID-19. For residents who are unable to attend the
public meetings, Upper Chichester Township made it imperative to live stream the meetings. Using outlets like Facebook and Youtube, residents can watch the meetings live, from their homes, and can watch the recorded version the
next day. This update was an initiative to make sure the maximum amount of residents can stay connected to the
current events in the Township while quarantining.
As the world begins to try and gain more normalcy everyday it is important to remember that it is up to everyone to
stay as safe as possible, not only for themselves but for the safety of their neighbors. It is believed that in the coming
colder months there may be a surge in COVID-19 cases. This means if preventative measures are not maintained and
safety procedures become lackluster, this winter can be met with more cases in rapid numbers. It is Upper Chichester Townships’ responsibility to do everything it can to keep its residents and employees safe by enacting best practices and procedures to keep everyone on the same page and safe.

PA Voter Registration Deadlines



In Person: 15 days before Election Day. (Oct. 19,2020)



By Mail: Received 15 days before Election Day. (Oct. 19,2020)



Online: 15 days before Election Day. (Oct. 19,2020)

Absentee Ballot Application Deadlines



In Person: Received 7 days before Election Day. (Oct. 27,2020)



By Mail: Received 7 days before Election Day. (Oct. 27,2020)



Online: Received 7 days before Election Day. (Oct. 27,2020)

Furey Road to Install Ballot Drop Box
At the September 10, 2020 Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting, the Commissioners voted to enter
into an agreement for a Ballot Drop Box to be installed in the Township. The Municipal Building at 8500
Furey Road will house the Ballot Drop Box in the coming weeks prior to the 2020 Primary Election. This
installation is meant to be a way to not only help the residents of Upper Chichester and Delaware County vote, but also vote on time while protecting them against the spread of COVID-19.
The Delaware County Bureau of Elections will be responsible for the installation, removal and the
maintenance of the drop boxes, while the Ballot Box will be locked from the outside with the only access
to the ballots being the Bureau of Elections staff. The Ballot Box will also come with additional security by
a surveillance camera that will be monitored by Bureau of Elections staff. Elections staff will be able to
access the Ballot Box camera at any time that they feel necessary to ensure the integrity of voting
submissions.
Both Upper Chichester Township and The Delaware County Bureau of Elections agreed to have a 30 day
written notice in order to terminate this 5 year lease agreement.

How to Stay Updated in our Community
Alerts are important to all of us so we can stay informed immediately and this is your opportunity! The overview below
explains the process and may answer any questions you may have so please take the time to read the important
information below.
Delco Alert Notification Program Overview
Delaware County, Pennsylvania has launched a Mass Notification service that allows us to alert you. You opt-in to enter
your contact information and subscribe to notifications you care about based on your location. The information you provide
is protected and will not be used for any other purpose.
How It Works!
When we issue a notification about a potential safety hazard or concern, you will receive a message on the voice or text
communication methods that you have registered. If requested for the notification, you can confirm that you have received
the message and you will not be contacted by any subsequent methods regarding that particular notification. If you do not
confirm, the system will continue to attempt to reach you at all of the contact paths that you have registered.
Use the QR Code below in you phone camera to join
DELCO Alerts

Michael Gaudiuso – President / 4th Ward Commissioner- 610-842-3678

Animal Control- 610-522-1113

Joe Baiocco - Vice President / 3rd Ward Commissioner- 610-842-8871

Chester Water - 1 (800) 793-2323

Edward Raikowski - 1st Ward Commissioner- 610-842-3675

For water emergency - 610- 876-8181

Nicole Whitaker - 2nd Ward Commissioner- 610-842-8334

Municipal Building - 610-485-5881

Joseph Neary - 4th Ward Commissioner- 610-316-1588

PennDOT- 610-566-0972

George Needles– Township Manager- 610-485-5881 ext. 215

Public Works - 484-483-7215

Barbara Kelley - Assistant Township Manager- 610-485-5881 ext. 227

Sewer (Southern Del Cty Auth)- 610-4856789

Joe Okolowski - Public Works Superintendent - 484-483-7215
Charles Remaley - Zoning Officer - 610-494-3010
Keith Crowley - Code Enforcement - 610-485-5881 ext. 213
Brian Warren - Parks and Recreation - 610-485-5881 ext. 202

